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High Expectations – Matthew 7v24-47 
Texts: Psalm 40v9-13 (OT. 624-625) | Philippians 3v7-14 (NT-235) | Matthew 25v14-30 (NT-33) 

Grace and peace to you from God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.   Amen 

How do you build a house?  

First, one needs to level out an area of ground on which you want to build the house.  The ground needs to be inspected and 

assessed for its support-capabilities.  The plot needs to be prepared and leveled. Then you need to dig specially measured 

trenches in which the foundations will be set.  You need to build the foundation, build the walls of the house, one brick at a time.  

You need to build the roof using wooden support structures; by laying down various layers for insulation and protection, and finally 

by putting on the actual roof tiles or tin or whatever.  At some point an electrician needs to wire the house and at another point, a 

plumber needs to make sure the house is connected and will have running water.   

What are all the processes involved in creating a house, from conception to moving in? 

Apart from all the work involved in actually building a house, you also have many other things to do before you make your concept 

a reality.  You need to be able to buy a piece of land on which to build a house.  One has to legally be allowed to build a house on 

this land.  The land needs to be surveyed.  Architects need to help draw up your dream house.  The plans need to be approved by 

the governing authorities (which can take a very long time.).  A contractor needs to be found.  Once the house is built it needs to be 

inspected and its value assessed for purposes of insurance, government records and for calculation of rates and taxes.  Finally, 

after all the finishing touches are finished, you can move in or rent out the property. 

Creating and building a house is a momentous undertaking and not something one does lightly.  It takes a lot of thought, 

time, resources, co-ordination and energy.  If you have saved up for a house your whole life and finally get to build it, you will want 

to do the best job you can because it means so much to you.  You plan it carefully, choose the right materials, companies, etc. to 

make sure that you get the best value for the money and hopes you set into this house. 

In Matthew 7v24-27 we read:  

The Wise and Foolish Builders 

    24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts 

them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the 

rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 

and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 

foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of 

mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man 

who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams 

rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell 

with a great crash.” 

    

This text is the most important text for Matthew.  Chapters 

5-7 in the Gospel of Matthew are a collection of parables and 

teachings of Jesus, called the Sermon on the Mount.  There 

are some very well-known teachings in the Sermon on the 

Mount, e.g., “turn the other cheek,” or “take out the plank in 

your own eye, before you try to take the fleck out of your 

brother’s eye,” and so on.  Jesus also even teaches that one 
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should bless those who cause us suffering and pain, rather than hate or hurt them.  The Sermon on the Mount is a collection of 

teachings within the Gospel of Matthew.  The last thing that Jesus says to round off his sermon is our sermon text.  It is the 

conclusion, the last word that most public speakers put in as a rhetorical tool.  People often remember the last words of a speech 

and so the last words spoken are often, the most important.  For this reason one uses this opportunity to summarize what has been 

said and give a last challenge in the last line. 

 Jesus says if we put into practice what he has just taught then we are like someone who has built their house on a 

foundation of solid rock.  But if we do not practice what Jesus has taught, then we are like a person who has built their 

house on sand. 

At first glance this may seem a bit like Jesus is saying you must do this and that in order to be accepted by God, but then we would 

be misunderstanding what Jesus was saying.  Jesus does not say that if we do what He says, then we will be saved.  All Jesus 

says, is that if we do what he has just taught, then we will be like a person who has built their house upon solid foundation, on rock. 

My wife and I took some time to try and piece together what the different parts of the illustration might mean, the house, the 

foundation, the storms and floods, even the walls and cement.  This is what we came up with.   

We think the house represents everything that is important to us.  It represents our life; who we are.  As a house is made from 

many different materials, e.g., bricks, cement, a roof, etc., so our lives are made up of many different things.  Each brick, each tile, 

every part or element of a house could symbolize something different, e.g., our family, our careers, our memories, our hopes, our 

dreams, our possessions, our food, our pets, our friends, each decision we have and will make, can each be represented by a 

brick, or by the wooden support structure in the roof, or the pipes, etc.   

The point is that our life is made up of many different elements.  There are so many experiences, memories, encounters, 

relationships, happenings and people in our lives that influence who we are.  How we make sense of everything, how we make 

decisions, how we interact with other people depends on how we see the world and in what our faith is placed.   

Our faith in Jesus Christ is that which not only binds the bricks 

together, the cement, but it is also the foundation.  The foundation 

sits on the rock, which is Jesus Christ and the Good News of what 

He has done for us.  

The storms and floods represent life’s suffering and hard times.  It is 

that simple.  In hard times, in times of suffering and pain, the 

essence, the core of who we are and in what we place our hopes 

and trust, is put to the test.  Our faith might be the strongest in the 

world and our house the most beautiful and perfect, but if the ground 

on which we build our lives is not stable, we could completely wash 

away.  If our trust and purpose is not focused on Jesus, but rather on 

other things, then our world is chattered each time change comes 

along. 

The last element to describe is the sand.  The sand represents anything we put our trust in that is not Jesus.  What we build our 

foundation on, whether it is rock or sand represents those things in which we hope and in which our greatest ambitions lie.   

What drives you in your life?  Why do you do the things you do?   

Unknowingly, many people’s greatest ambition is to be a good person.  Others seek financial and material success.  To others, 

their greatest motivation in life is their family.  Others want to make a difference in the world, leave their mark and even be 

appreciated for it.  Perhaps someone’s life’s ambition is to be remembered and looked up to, to be thanked for everything they do. 
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This text calls us to question the deepest ambitions in our lives, our greatest hopes.  It is our deepest ambitions and hopes that 

motivate our actions, influence our decisions and priorities.  One can never separate one’s actions from one’s faith (which is one’s 

life as a whole, lived in relation to one’s deepest hopes, dreams and one’s object of trust). 

The point is that our faith calls us to not just believe, but to also act out our faith by what we do.  We are called to serve God by 

serving others, by caring for others, by praying for others, by giving of our property, wealth, time and of ourselves to others.  Being 

a Christian is not as simple as going to church, making it through a sermon, being glad it’s Holy Communion because it means it is 

near the end.  Being a Christian means we serve to please Jesus, not others, not Harburg, or New Hanover or Wartburg, not ULC, 

but Jesus. 

Christ said that we should do what he said, and if we do it, we will be like a person who has built their house upon a rock.  Doing 

what Jesus commanded is easy enough, especially when they are very practical teachings, such as giving to the poor or turning 

the other cheek.  It is something we can focus on.   

Obeying God is one of the most difficult things we could ever do.  It is difficult because it can cost us a lot.  It costs us a lot, when 

Jesus calls us to forgive the person we cannot forgive.  It costs us a lot when Jesus calls us to go to someone he puts on our 

hearts.  It costs us a lot when God says be honest in your finances.  It costs us a lot when God says love your neighbour as 

yourself.  It costs us a lot when Jesus says, “love your enemy?  It costs us a lot when Jesus wants us to confess our sins to the 

ones we have hurt.  It costs us a lot when Jesus says “follow me.” 

It is in times like this that our true foundation reveals itself.  When we are called to a place where moving forward will cost us, then 

you see what you truly believe.  Is your foundation on Jesus, and Jesus alone?  Or is Jesus a foundation we want to have but don’t 

trust him enough to put him there? 

If our foundation is not on Jesus Christ.  If our greatest ambition is something like wanting to live a good and peaceful life, or being 

famous, or making the world a better place, or building up your wealth or business, or having a wonderful family or friends then we 

have built our house upon the sand.  If our life’s greatest hope or ambition is to live a life of fun it is built on sand.  If our life’s 

ambition, is to be a good Christian, doing all the right things, praying enough, doing enough, going to church enough, then we have 

also built our house upon sand, because we measure our life by how good we are and we are not always good.  Trying to do what 

Christ calls us to do when our motivation is anything other than pleasing God, we will run out of steam quickly. 

If our life is based on the ambition to learn more about God in order to find out how to please Him out of love, then we have built 

our house upon the rock.  We can only love God, if we know that we have been forgiven and saved even though we are unworthy.  

We can only believe this if we can accept what Christ has done for us through His teachings, his suffering, death and resurrection.  

We can only seek to learn about God, if we value the Good News about Christ that we find in the Bible.  So you see, the highest 

ambition one could ever have, and one, which will never let us down, is to serve God in love because our hope and trust has been 

put in Him. 

The real task for us today, is to ask ourselves the most important and most terrifying question, “What do we hope for and in what 

do we trust?”  Hopefully the process will result in us realizing that everything we valued before, is not important compared to 

seeking to know, to love and serve God more.  This is what the apostle Paul did.  Once he gave his entire being to God, everything 

else became unimportant.  Only knowing God, learning more about Him, learning to love and serve God more, was important. 

Answering the question “What is your foundation,” can be like trying to build a house, complicated, intense, taxing on all your 

resources and it requires a lot of energy.  Being able to absolutely give your life over to Jesus and make all other things 

unimportant to you is a giant leap forward in one’s faith.  But in all honesty, it does not have to be that complicated.   

The greatest thing one can do, is take just one of the things Jesus said to do and do it, just because Jesus said we should.  

Choosing to serve Jesus because we trust that what He said was true and that it will bring God joy is the most wonderful thing you 

can do.  Our faith does not have to be complicated.  Jesus knew that, that is why He could explain everything so simply.  If you 

want to serve God to please Him, then you have already begun to build your house upon the rock.  Amen. 


